LONDON

I want to tell you about London. London is the capital of Britain. This city is Britain's political, economic and cultural centre. London has three big parts: the City, the West End and the East End. 

The West End of London has many historic places and places of interest. The East End is the poorest district in London.

Piccadilly Circus is the heart of London. On special days many people come to the statue of Eros in the centre of the Circus. The Houses of Parliament are the building in which Parliament sits. Big Ben, the famous clock, is situated there. Westminster Abbey is one of the most popular cathedrals. A lot of famous people are buried inside Queen Elizabeth I, Isaac Newton, Charles Darwin, William Shakespeare, Charles Dickens and many others.

London has a number of royal palaces. Buckingham Palace is one of them. It has been the residence of British kings and queens for ages. When Queen Elizabeth is at home the flag is above the palace.

Trafalgar Square is famous for the tall monument in the centre of it. The monument, which is called Nelson's Column, was built to commemorate the Battle of Trafalgar and to honor Admiral Nelson. 
The British Museum is one of the biggest museums in the world. There are a lot of artifacts and pieces of art on display at the museum. There is a big clock exhibition, the Egyptian Sculpture Gallery.

But still one of the most famous museums in London is Madam Tussaud's Museum, which has a great collection of wax figures. The museum consists of several galleries where visitors can see wax figures of presidents, pop-stars, football players, film stars, musicians and oilier outstanding people.

The Tower of London is the oldest building in the city built in the 1l,th century. It used to be a prison, a fortress, a palace, a treasury and even a zoo. The oldest part of the Tower is the White tower. Most of the public displays are in the White Tower nowadays. They include a big collection of armour, jewels and clothes. Twelve black ravens live in the Tower of London. There is a legend that England will be prosperous till the ravens live behind the Tower walls. If one of the ravens dies, it is replaced by another.

One of the London sites is Tower Bridge. This is a bridge across the Thames built because of the need for an open waterway for large ships.

London is an educational centre, too. From all over the world students come to the University of London, the largest university in England. London is also a cultural centre. There are more than forty theatres in the West End of London.

London is really a great city. I would love to visit it one day.
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? Questions:

1. What is London?

2. When was the city founded?

3. How many parts does London consist of and what are they?

4. What placcs of interest are there in the city centre?

5. Why are the Houses of Parliament famous?

6. What is Buckingham Palace famous for?

7. What art galleries and museums are there in the city?

8. Why can London be called a cultural and educational centre?

9. Is London a shopping centre? Why (not)?

